I am delighted to serve as Editor of the new Legal Section, and in that capacity I hope to keep you informed with timely, interesting, and often controversial news and reviews of the legal issues affecting physicians, counselors, scientists, and other individuals and entities who provide clinical and laboratory genetic services and research.
And speaking of timely, interesting, and controversial, the inaugural article of the Legal Section is an overview of the recently implemented federal HIPAA privacy regulations. If you haven't heard about HIPAA yet, let me preface the discussion with my customary disclaimer: Please don't blame the messenger! 
